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T o  the  Reader. 

Aving  been  allowed  the  Liberty 
of  Perufng  the  following  Pa¬ 
per  at  my  own  Lodging  •  l  found 
my  I  elf  flrongly  tempted,  by  the 
Sfrangenefs  of  the  things  men¬ 
tion'd  in  it,  to  venture  to  %eleafe  it:  The  know - 
ledge  I  had  of  the  Author’s  Inclination  to  Gra - 
tifie  the  Virtuofi,  forbidding  me  to  defpair  of 
his  pardon ,  if  the  fame  dif portion  prevail'd 
with  me,  to  make  the  Curious  ‘Partakers  with 
me  of  fo  Sur^rifng  a  Piece  of  Philo fophic  1 


To  tlie  R.EADE  R.  >  • 

News.  And,  though  it  fufficiently  appear'd, 
that  the  infuing  Conference  was  but  a  Conti - 
nuation  of  a  larger  Difcourfe;  yet,  confidering , 
that  this  Tart  conffis  chiefly ,  not  to  fay  only ,  of 
a  Narrative  ,•  which  (if  l  may  fo  fpeafQ /lands 
upon  its  own  legs ,  without  any  need  of  depend** 
ing  upon  any  thing  that  was  deliver'd  before  * 

1  thought  it  was  no  great  Venture ,  nor  Incon - 
gruity ,  to  let  it  come  abroad  by  it  felf  ,  And ,  I 
the  left  ferupied  to  make  this  T  ubltcation ,  be> 
caufe  I  found ,  that  the  Honorable  Mr.  Boyle 
confejjes  bimfelf  to  be  Fully  Satisfied  of  the 
Truth ,  of  as  much  of  the  Matter  of  FaB ,  as 
delivers  the  Phoenomena  of  the  Tryal ;  the 
Truth  whereof  was  further  Confirm'd  to  me, 
by  the  Teflimony ,  and  T articular  Account , 
which  that  mofi  Learned  and  Experienc'd  Phy- 
fitian ,who  was  Afsiftant  to  Pyrophilus  in  ma * 
hng  the  Experiment ,  and  with  whom  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  Acquainted  (  being  now  in  Lon- 

Mouth ,  of  all  the - 
And,  where  the 

Truth . 


To  the  R  B  A  B  B  Ri 

7 ruth  of  that  fhall  he  once  (granted,  there  is 
little  caufe  to  doubt,  that  the  Afovelty  of  the 
thing  will  fufficiently  Indear  the  Relation  :  ef* 
pecially  to  thofe  that  are  jludious  of  the  Higher 
Arcana  of  the  Hermetick  Fhiiofophy.  For, 
moft  of  the  Phenomena  here  mention'd ,  will 
probably  Jeem  wholly  new ,  not  only  to  vulgar 
Chymifts,  but  alfo  to  the  greateft  part  of  the 
more  knowing  Spagyrifts,  and  Natural  Phi- 
lofophers  them  ft  Ives :  none  of  the  Orthodox 
Authors,  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  having  tafen 
notice  of  fuch  an  Anti-Elixir.  And,  though 
Pyrophilus’s  Scrupuloufnefs  (  which  makes 
him  very  unwilling  to  fpeaf  the  utmcjl  of  a 
thing )  allowes  it  to  be  a  Deterioration  into  an 
ImperfeB  Mettal  onely ;  yet ,  to  tell  the  truth, 
I  thinly  it  was  more  I m  bas’d  than  fo  •  for  the. 
part  left  of  it  (  and  kept  for  fome  farther 
Dif reveries')  which  1  once  got  a  fight  of ~  looks 
more  like  a  Mineral,  or  Marcliafite,  then  life 
any  Imperfed:  Mettal :  and  therefore  this  De* 
gradation  is  not  the  fame ,  but  much  greater  9. 
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To  the  Reader; 

than  that  which  Lullius  doth  intimate  in  fome 
places.  T  hefe  Confederations  make  me  prefume 
it  will  eafily  he  granted.  That  the  hjfeils  of 
this  Anti'Philofophers  Stone,  as  I  thinly  it 
may  not  unfitly  be  call'd ,  will  not  only  fieem 
very  flrange  to  Hermetick ,  as  well  as  other 
Philofophers,  hut  may  prove  very  Inftru(5tive 
to  Speculative  Wits ;  efpecially  if  Pyrophilus 
fhaU  pleafe  to  acquaint  them  with  that  more 
odd  Phoenomenon,  which  he  Mentions  darkly 
in  the  Clofe  of  his  Difcourfe. 

#  ,  4  ,  v  *  1 

r  . 


AN 

Hiftorieal  Account 

OF  THE 

DEGRADATION 

G  O  L  D 

BY  AN 

Anti-Elixir. 

Fter  the  whole  Company  had,  as  it  were  by 
Common  Confent,  continued  filent  for  fome 
time,  which  others  fpent  in  Reflexions  up^ 
on  the  Preceding  Conference ,  and  Pyrophy- 
Ik /,  in  the  Confideration  of  what  he  was 
about  to  Deliver  5  this  Virtuofo  at  length 
flood  up,  and  Addrefling  himfelf  to  the  reft, 
<cIhope,  Gentlemen ,  fayes  he,  that  what  has  been  already 
*  Difcourfedp  has  Inclin’d,  if  not  Perfwaded  you  to  Think, 

44  That 


iff  v 

<£  That  the  Exaltation,  or  Change  of  other  Metals  into  Gold, 

“  is  not  a  thing  Abfolutely  Impoffible;  and,  though  I  con- 
“  fefs,  I  cannot  remove  all  your  Doubts,  and  Objections,  or 
“  my  own,  by  being  able  to  Affirm  to  you,  That  1  have  with 
“my  own  hands  made  Projection  (  as  Chymifis  are  wont 
“  to  call  the  Sudden  Tranfmutation  made  by  a  fmallquanti- 
“  ty  of  their  Admirable  Elixir')  yet  I  can  Confirm  much  of 
“  what  hath  been  Argued  for  the  Poffibility  of  fuch  a  (ridden 
“  Change  of  a  Metalline  Body,  by  a  Way,  which,  I  prefume, 
“willdurprize  you.  For,  to  make  it  more  credible,  that 
“other  Metals  are  capable  of  being  Graduated,  or  Exalted 
“into  Gold  by  way  of  Projection?  I  will  Relate  to  you,  that 
“  by  the  like  way ,  Gold  has  been  Degraded,  or  Imbafed. 

The  Novelty  of  this  Preamble  having  much  furprifed  the 
Auditory,  at  length,  Simplicius ,  with  a  difdainful  Smile,  told 
Pyrophilus ,  “  That  the  Company  would  have  much  thanked 
“  him,  if t  he  could  have  allured  them.  That  he  had  feen  ano- 
“  tber  Mettal  Exalted  into  Gold  5  but,  that  to  find  a  way  of 
“  fpoiling  Gold,  was  not  onely  an  llfelefs  Difcovery,  but  a 
“  Prejudicial  Pra&ice. 

Pyrophilus  was  going  to  make  lome  Return  to  this  Animad- 
verfion ,  when  he  was  prevented  by  Ar islander  3  who,  turn¬ 
ing  himfelf  to  Simplicius ,  told  him,  with  a  Countenance  and 
Tone  that  argued  fome  dilpleafure  3  “  If  Pyrophilus  had  been 
«  Difcourfing  to  a  Company  of  Goldfmiths,  or  of  Merchants, 
«  your  fevere  Reflection  upon  what  he  faid  would  have  been 
“proper:  but,  you  might  well  have  forborn  it,  if  you  had 
«  confidered,  as  I  fuppofe  he  did,  that  he  was  Ipeaking  to  an 
*«  Affembly  of  rhilofaphers  and  Virtuofi ,  who  are  wont  to  efti- 
“  mate  Experiments,  not  as  they  inrich  Mens  Purfes,  but  their 
“Brains,  and  think  Knowledge  efpecially  of  uncommon 
“things  very  defirable,  even  when  ’tis  not  accompanyed 
“  with  any  other  thing,  than  the  Light  that  ftill  attends  it, 
“  and  indears  it.  ,It  hath  been  thought  an  lifeful  Secret, by 
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u  a  kind  of  Hetrogradation  to  turn  Tin  and  Lead  into  bnt- 
cc  tie  Bodies,  like  the  Ores  of  thofe  Metals.  And  if  I  thought 
ccit  proper,  I  could  fhew,  that  fuch  a  change  might  be  of  ufe 
u  in  the  Invefligation  of  the  Nature  of  thofe  Metals,  befides 
the  practical  ufe  that  I  know  may  be  made  of  it.  T o  find 
the  Nature  of  Wine,  we  are  affifted,  not  only  by  the  me- 
CQ  thods  of  obtaining  from  it  a  Spirit  $  but  by  the  ways  of 
cc  readily  turning  it  into  Vinegar  :  the  knowledge  of  which 
c:  ways  hath  not  been  defpifed  by  Chymifts  or  Phyficians, 
cc  and  hath  at  Tariff  and  divers  other  places,  fet  up  a  profi- 
c'  table  Trade,  ’Tis  well  known  that  divers  eminent  Spagy- 
Qirijis  have  reckon’d  amongfl:  their  higheft  Arcana  the  ways 
cc  by  which  they  pretended,  (and  I  fear  did  but  pretend)  to 
c:  ExtraCt  the  Mercury  of  Gold,  and  confequently  dcjlroy 
cc  that  Metal  5  and  Were  not  hard  to  fhew  by  particular  in- 
cc  fiances,  that  all  the  Experiments  wherein  Bodies  are  in 
Ccfome  refpeCts  deteriorated,  are  not  without  diftin&ion  to 
cc  be  rejefted  or  defpis’d,  fince  in  fomeofthem,  the  Light 
cc  they  may  afford  may  more  than  countervail  the  Degrada¬ 
tion  of  a  fmall  quantity  of  matter  5  though  it  be  Gold  it 
cc  felf.  And  indeed,  (continues  he)  if  we  will  confider 
cC  things  as  Philofophers,  and  look  upon  them  a$  Nature 
€c  hath  made  them,  not  as  Opinion  hath  difguifed  them  5  the 
cC Prerogatives  and  ufefulnefs  of  Gold,  in  comparifon  of 
cc  other  Metals,  is  nothing  near  fo  great  as  Alchymifts  and 
‘‘Ltfurers  imagine.  For,  as  it  is  true,  that  Gold  is  more 
cc  ponderous,  and  more  fix’d,  and  perhaps  more  difficult  to 
be  fpoiled,  than  Iron  3  yet  thefe  qualities  (whereof  the 
*6  firft  makes  it  burthenfom,and  the  two  others  ferve  chiefly 
tc  but  to  diftinguilh  the  true  from  counterfeit)  are  fo  balan- 
cc  ced  by  the  hardnefs,  ftiffnefs,  fpringinefs,  and  other  ufe- 
cc  ful  qualities  of  Iron  5  that  if  thofe  two  Metals  I  fpeak  of, 
Cc  (Gold  and  Iron)  were  equally  plentiful  in  the  World,  it 
is  fcarce  to  be  doubted,  but  that  Men  would  prefer  the 

B  “more 
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<4  moreufeful  before  the  rnore  fplendid,  confidering  how 
“  much  worfe  it  were  for  Mankind  to  want  Hatchets,  and 
“Knives  and  Styords,  than  Coin  and  Plate  ?  Wherefore, 

“  (concludes  he)  I  think  Pyrophilus  ought  to  be  both  deli- 
“  red  and  incouraged  to  go  on  with  his  intended  Difcourfe, 

“  fince  whether  Gold  be  or  not  be  the  Beft  of  Metals;an  affu- 
“  ranee  that  it  may  be  degraded,  may  prove  a  Novelty  very 
“  Inftru&ive,  and  perhaps  more  fo  than  the  Tranfmutation 
“  of  a  bafer  Metal  into  a  Nobler.  For  I  remember  it  hath 
“  long  pafs’d  for  a  Maxim  among  Chymical  Philofophers, 
c:  That  Faciliut  eft  aurttm  conftruere  quam  deftmere  :  And 
“whatever  becomes  of  that,  ’tis  certain  that  Gold  being 
ct  the  clofeff,  the  conftanteft,  and  the  lead  deftruftible  of 
<«  Metals,  to  be  able  to  work  a  notable  and  almoft  Ejfential 
“  change  in  fuch  a  Body,  (  though,  by  detereorating  it)  is 
<■'■  more  than  to  work  alike  change,  (though  in  popular  efti- 
“  mation  for  the  better)  in  any  Metal  lefs  indifpofed  to  ad- 
cc  mit  alterations,  efpecially  in  fuch  an  one  as  Pyrophilus  inti- 
ec  mates,  by  telling  us,  that ’twas  made  by  Way  of  Projection, 
“and  confequentiy  by  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  adtive 
“matter-,  whereas  the  deftrudtions  that  vulgar  Chymifts 
“pretend  to  make  of  Gold,  are  wont  to  be  attempted  to 
“  be  made  by  confiderable  proportions  of  Corrofive  Men- 
“  ftruunts ,  or  other  fretting  Bodies  j  and  even  thefe,  Expe¬ 
dience  (hews  to  be  ufually  too  weak  to  mine,  though  fome- 
45  times  they  may  much  dftguife  the  mod  Stable  Texture  of 
“  Gold.  C  mitt  a  adeo  tun  is  illic  complexibus  h<erent. 

Vyrophilus  perceiving  byfeveral  figns  that  he  needed  not  add 
any  thing  of  Apologetical  to  what  Arriftander  had  already 
faid  for  him,  refumed  his  Difcourfe,  by  faying,  4'  I  was  go- 
“  ing,  Gentlemen,  when  Simplicius  diverted  me,  to  tell  you, 
“  That  looking  upon  the  Vulgar  Objedtions  that  have  been 
44  wont  to  be  fram’d  againft  the  poffibility  of  Metalline 

«*  Tranftnutations ,  from  the  Authority  and  Prejudices  of 

44  Ariftotle, 
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cc  Arijtotle,  and  the  School- Philofophers,  as  Arguments  that 
ccin  fuch  an  Aftembly  as  this  need  not  now  be  folemnly 
<cdifcufs’ds  I  confider that  the  difficulties  that  really  de- 
cc  ferve  to  be  call’d  fo,  and  are  of  weight  even  with  Mecha- 
€Cnical  Philofophers,  and  Judicious  Naturalifts,  are  princi- 
cc  pally  thefe.  Firjl ,  That  the  great  change  that  mud:  be 
cC  wrought  by  the  Elixir,  (if  there  be  fuch  an  Agent)  is 
c!  effe&ed  upon  Bodies  of  fo  liable  and  almoft  immutable  a 
ccNature  as  Metals,  Next,  That  this  great  change  is  faid 
6C  to  be  brought  to  pafs  in  a  very  (hort  time.  And  thirdly , 
cC  (which  is  yet  more  ftrange)  That  this  great  and  fuddain 
a  alteration  is  faid  to  be  effefted  by  a  very  fmall,  and  per- 
cc  haps  inconfiderable,  proportion  of  the  tranfmuting  Pow- 
ccder.  To  which  three  grand  difficulties^  I  (hall  add  ano- 
cc  ther  that  to  me  appears ,  and  perhaps  will  feem  to  divers 
<cof  the  new  Philofophers,  worthy  to  be  lookt  upon  as  a 
“  fourth  >  namely.  The  notable  change  that  muft  by  areal 
“tranfmutation  be  made  in  the  Specifick  Gravity  of  the 
cc  matter  wrought  upon  :  which  difficulty  I  therefore  think 
cc  not  unworthy  to  be  added  to  the  reft,  becaufe  upon  feve- 
<cral  tryals  of  my  own  and  other  men,  I  have  found  no 
cC  known  quality  of  Gold,  (as  its  colour,  malleablenefs,  fixi- 
<cty,  or  the  like)  fo  difficult,  if  not  foimpoffible,  to  bein- 
troduc’d  into  any  other  Metalline  Matter ,  as  the  great 
a  Specifick  Gravity  that  is  peculiar  to  Gold.  So  that,  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  ("concludes  Pyrophilus)  if  it  can  be  made  appear 
cC  that  Art  has  produc’d  an  Anti-Elixir,  (if  t  may  fo  call  it)  or 
cc  Agent  that  is  able  in  a  very  (hort  time,  to  work  a  very  no¬ 
table,  though  deteriorating,  change  upon  a  Metal  5  in 
cc  proportion  to  which,  its  quantity  is  very  inconfiderable  3 
<c  I  fee  not  why  it  (hould  be  thought  impoflible  that  Art  may 
#c  alfo  make  a  true  Elixir ,  or  Powder  capable  of  fpeedily 
Tranfmuting  a  great  proportion  of  a  bafer  Metal  into  Sil- 
ver  or  Gold  :  efpecially  if  it  be  confidered  ,  that  thofe 

B  2  u  that 
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£C  that  treat  of  thefe  Arcana^  confefs  that  tis  not  every  mat- 
:‘ter  which  may  be  juftly  called  the  Philofophers  Stone, 
"that  is  able  to  tranfmute  other  Metals  in  vaft  quantities^ 

<5  fince  feveral  of  thefe  Writers,  (and  even  Lully  htmfelf  ) 
"make  differing  orders  or  degrees  of  the  Elixir,  and^ ac- 
"  knowledge,  that  a  Medicine  or  Tinfture  of  the  firft  or 
lomefi  order  will  not  tranfmute  above  ten  times  its  weight 

pyrophilus  having  at  this  part  of  his  Difcour  fe  made  alhort 
pawfe  to  take  breath,  Crattippus  took  occafion  from  his  h- 
fenceto  fay  t©  him,  “I  prefume,  Pyrophilus,  -I  (ball  be  dif- 
^avowed  by  very  few  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  if  I  tell  you 
e:  that  the  company  is  impatient  to  hear  the  Narrative  of 
‘'your  Experiment,  and  that  if  it  do  fo  much  as  probably 
66  make  out  the  particulars  you  have  been  mentioning,  you 
ec  Wlii  in  likelyhood  per] wade  most  of  them,  and  will  cer- 
«  Z  nlv  oblige  them  all.  I  (hall  therefore  on  their  behalf 
«  as  well  as  my  own,  follicite  you  to  haften  to  the  Hifiori- 
a cai  part  of  a  Difcourfe  that  is  fo  like  to  gratifie  our  Cu- 

^he^Comoany  having  by  their  unanimous  filence,  teftified 
th  Jopprobation  of  what  had  find  ■,  and  appearing 

m°Z i  was°onTday  ^  *° I““'? "! 

fits  to  my  Friends,  I  was  by  a  happy  Providence  (  for  it 

was  befidemy  firft  .Intention  )  directed  to  make  one  to  n. 

Iruzcnklus  Foreigner,  with  whom  a  few  rhatl  had  ,ece.ved 

frrm  him  had  given  me  fome  little  acquaintance. 

WhiHfthis  Gentleman  and  1  Ter? 
of  feveral  matters ,  there  came  m  to  vifit  him  a  ttrang 

whom  I  had  but  once  feen  before,  and  'h?“^ 

in  a  promifeuous  company,  yet  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  me 

in  away  that  quickly  fatisfied  me  of  ^ 

Civility^  which  he  foon  after  alfadvd  of  that  of  his  Cur  - 
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fW  For  the  Virtuofo,  in  whofe  Lodgings  we  met,  having 
(to  gratifie  me)  put  him  upon  the  difcourfe  of  his  Voyages; 
the  curious  ftranger  entertained  us  an  hour  or  two  with 
pertinent  and  judicious  Anfwers  to  the  Queftions  I  askt 
him  about  places  fo  remote,  or  fo  much  within  Land,  that 
I  had  not  met  with  any  of  our  Englilh  Navigators  or  Tra¬ 
vellers  that  had  penetrated  fo  far  as  to  vifit  them.  And  be-- 
caufe  I  found  by  his  difcourfe  that  I  was  like  to  enjoy  fuch 
good  company  but  a  very  little  while,  (fince  he  told  me 
that  he  came  the  other  day  into  England  but  to  difpatch  a 
bufinefs  which  he  had  already  done  as  far  as  he  could  do  it, 
after  which  he  was  with  fpeed  to  return,  as  (to  my  trouble) 
he  did  to  his  Patron  that  fent  him)  I  made  the  more  halts 
to  propofe  fuch  Queftions  to  him,  as  I  moft  defired  to  e 
fatisfied  about  ;  and  among  other  things,  enquiring  wheJ 
ther  in  the  Eaftern  parts  he  had  travers’d,  he  had  met  witrx 
any  Chymifts;  he  anfwered  me  that  he  had*,  and  that  though 
they  were  fewer. J  and  more  rcferved  than  ours,  yet  he  did 
nottfind  them  all  lets  skilful.  And  on  this  occafion,  before 
he  left  the  Town  to  go  aboard  the  Ship  he  was  to  over-* 
take  t  he  in  a  very  obliging  way  put  into  my  hands  at  part¬ 
ing  a  little  piece- of  Paper,  folded  up;  which,  he  faid  con* 
tained  all  that  he  had  left  of  a  rarity  he  had  received  from 
an  Eaftern  Virtuofo ,  and  which  he  intimated  would  give  me 
occafion  both  to  Remember  him, and  to  exercife  my  thoughts 

in  uncommon  Speculations.  .  ,  _  .  . 

The  great  delight  I  took  in  converfing  with  aPerfon  that 
had  travelled  fo  far,  and  could  give  me  fo  good  an  account 
of  what  he  had  feen,  made  me  fo  muchrefent  the  being  o 
foon  deprived  of  it,  that  though  I  judg’d  fuch  a  Vcrtuojo 
would  not,  as  a  great  token  of  hiskindnefs,  have  prefenteu 

me  a  trifle,  yet  the  Prefent  did  but  very  imperfectly  con- 
foal  me  for  the  lcfs  of  fo  pleafing  and  inftrucuve  a  Conver- 

faCi°n-  '  "  ■  Mtwi. 
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Neverthelefs,  that  I  might  comply  with  the  curiofity  he 
himfelf  had  excited  in  me,  and  know  how  much  I  was  h\s 
Debtor,  I  refolved  to  fee  what  it  was  he  had  given  me,  and 
try  whether  I  could  make  it  do  what  I  thought  he  Intima¬ 
ted ,  by  the  help  of  thofe  few  hints  rather  than  directions 
how  to  ufeit,  which  the  parting  hafte  he  was  in  (or  per¬ 
haps  fome  other  reafon  beft  known  to  himfelf)  confin’d  him 
to  give  me.  But  in  regard  that  I  could  not  but  think  the 
Experiment  would  one  way  or  other  prove  Extraordinary, 

I  thought  fit  to  take  a  Witnefs  or  two  and  an  Affiftant  in  the 
trying  of  it  5  and  for  that  purpofe  made  choice  of  an  experi¬ 
enced  Do&or  of  Phyfick,  very  well  vers’d  in  the  fepara- 
ting  and  copelling  of  Metals. 

Though  the  Company  (fays  Heliodorus')  be  fo  confident 
of  your  fincerity  and  warinefs,  that  they  would  give  cre¬ 
dit  even  to  unlikely  Experiments  ,  upon  your  fingle  tefti- 
mony  $  yet  we  cannot  but  approve  your  difcretion  in  taking 
an  Affiftant  and  a  Witnefs,  becaufe  in  nice  and  uncommon 
Experiments  we  can  fcarce  ufe  too  much  circumfpe&ion, 
efpecially  when  we  have  not  the  means  of  reiterating  the 
tryal :  for  in  fuch  new,  as  well  as  difficult  cafes,  *tis  eafie 
even  for  a  clear-  lighted  Experimenter  to  over-look  fome 
important  circumftance,  that  a  far  lefs  skilful  by-ftander  may 
take  notice  of. 

As  I  have  ever  judged,  (faith  Pyrophilus)  that  cautiouf- 
nefs  is  a  very  requifite  qualification  for  him  that  would  fa- 
tisfafrorily  make  curious  Experiments  5  fo  I  thought  fk  to 
imploy  a  more  than  ordinary  meafure  of  it, in  making  a  tryal, 
whofe  event  1  imagined  might  prove  odd  enough.  And 
therefore  having  feveral  times  obferved  that  fome  men  are 
prepoflefled  ,  by  having  a  particular  Expedition  rais’d  in 
them,  and  are  inclined  to  think  that  they  do  fee  that  hap¬ 
pen  which  they  think  they Jlsould  fee  happen  5  I  refolved  to 
obviate  this  prejudication  as  much  as  innocently  I  could, 

and 
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and  (without  telling  him  any  thing  but  the  truth  ,  to  which 
Philofophy  as  well  as  Religion  obliges  us  to  be  ftriftly  loy¬ 
al)  I  fold  him  but  thus  much  of  the  truth,  that  I  expeffed 
that  a  fmall  proportion  of  a  Powder  prefented  me  by  a  Fo- 
reign  Virtuofo ,  would  give  a  Brittlenefs  to  the  moft  flexible 
and  malleable  of  Metals,  Gold  it  felf.  Which  change  I  per¬ 
ceiv'd  he  judged  fo  confiderable  and  unlikely  to  be  effeft- 
ed,  that  he  was  greedy  of  feeing  it  feverely  try'd. 

Having  thus  prepared  him  not  to  look  for  all  that  I  my 
felf  expefted,  l  cautioufly  opened  the  Paper  I  lately  men¬ 
tioned,  but  was  both  furprized  and  troubled,  (as  he  alfo 
was)  to  find  in  it  fo  very  little  Powder,  that  in  ftead  of  two 
differing  tryals  that  I  defigned  to  make  with  it,  there  feem’d 
very  fmall  hope  left  that  it  would  ferve  for  one,  (and  that 
but  an  imperfeft  one  neither.)  For  there  was  fo  very  little 
Powder,  that  we  could  fcarce  fee  the  colour  of  it,  (fave  that 
as  far  as  I  could  judge  it  was  of  a  darkifh  Red)  and  we 
thought  it  not  only  dangerous,  but  ufelefs  to  attempt  to 
weigh  it,  in  regard  we  might  eafily  lofe  it  by  putting  it  in¬ 
to,  and  out  of  the  Balance;  and  the  Weights  we  had  were 
not  fmall  enough  far  fo  defpicable  a  quantity  of  matter, 
which  in  word?  I  eftimated  at  an  eighth  part  of  a  Grain: 
but  my  Affiftant,  (whofe  conjetture  Iconfefs  my  thought* 
inclin'd  to  prefer)  would  allow  it  to  be  at  moft  but  a  tenth 
part  of  a  Grain.  Wherefore  feeing  the  utmoft  we  could  rea- 
fonably  hope  to  do  with  fo  very  little  Powder,  was  to  make 
one  tryal  with  it,  we  weighed  out  in  differing  Balances  two 
Drams  of  Gold  that  had  been  formerly  Englifti  Coyn ,  and 
that  I  caufed  by  one  that  I  ufually  imploy  to  be  cu fell’d 
with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  Lead,  and  quartcd,  as  they 
fpeak,  with  refin'd  Silver,  and  purg'd  Aqua  forth,  to  be 
fure  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  Gold  :  thefe  two  Drams  I  put 
into  a  new  Crucible ,  firft  carefully  neal’d  ,  and  having 

brought  them  to  fufion  by  the  sneer  a&ion  of  the  fire,  with¬ 
out 


out  the  help  of  Borax,  or  any  other  Additament,  (which 
courfe,  though  fomewhat  more  laborious,  than  the  molt 
ufual  we  took  to  obviate  fcruples)  I  put  into  the  well- 
meited  Metal  with  my  own  hand  the  little  parcel  of  Pow¬ 
der  lately  mentioned,  and  continuing  the  Vellel  in  the  fire 
for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  that  the  Powder  m-ght  have 
time  to  defule  it  felf  every  way  into  the  Metal,  we  poured 
out  the  well-melted  Gold  into  another  Crucible  that  I  had 
brought  with  me,  and  that  had  been  gradually  heated  be¬ 
fore,  to  prevent  cracking.  But  though  from  the  fir  ft  fufion 
of  the  Metal,  to  the  pouring  out,  it  had  turn  d  uvthe  Cru¬ 
cible  like  ordinary  Gold,  fave  that  once  my  Affiftant  told 
me  he  faw  that  for  two  or  three  moments  it  lookt  almoft 
like  an  Opale  5  yet  I  was  fomewhat  farpnz  d  to  find  when 
the  matter  was  grown  cold,  that  though  it  appear  d  upon 
the  Balance  that  we  had  not  loft  any  thing  of  the  weight  we 
putin,  yet  in  ftead  of  fine  Cold ,  we  had  a  lump  of  Metal 
of  a  dirty  colour,  and  as  it  were  overcaft  with  a  thin  coat, 
almoft  like  half  vitrified  Litharge  5  and  fomewhat  to  in- 
creafe  the  wonder  ,  we  perceived  that  there  ftuck  to  one 
fide  of  the  Crucible  a  little  Globule  of  Metal  that  lookt  not 
at  all  yellowilh,  but  like  courfe  Silver,  and  the  bottom  of 
the  Crucible  was  overlaid  with  a  vitrified  fubftance,  where¬ 
of  one  part  was  of  a  tranfparent  yellow,  and  the  other  of  a 
.  deep  brown,  inclining  to  red  j  and  in  this  vitrified  fabltence 
I  could  plainly  perceive  fticking  at  lead  five  or  fix  little 
Globules  that  lookt  more  like  impure  Silver  than  pure  Gold. 
In  (hort,  this  j?«/look  fo  little  like  refin  d,  or  fo  much  as 
ordinary ,  Gold,  that  though  my  Friend  did  much  more  than 
I  marvel  at  this  change,  yet  I  confefs  1  was  furpriz  a  1 

my  felf.  For  though  in  fome  particulars  it  anfwered  what  I 

lookt  for,  yet  in  others,  it  was  very  differing  from  that 
which  the  Donor  of  the  Powder  had,  as  I  thought,  given 
me  ground  to  expeft.  Whether  the  caufe  o  my  ‘ 
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pointment  were  that  (as  I  formerly  intimated)  this  Vkluofos 
hafte  or  defign  made  him  leave  me  in  the  dark  $  or  whe¬ 
ther  it  were  that  finding  my  felf  in  want  of  fufficient  dire¬ 
ctions,  I  happily  pitcht  upon  fuch  a  proportion  of  Mate¬ 
rials,  and  way  of  operating,  as  were  proper  to  make  a  new 
Difcovery,  which  the  excellent  Giver  of  the  Powder  had 
not  Defigtfd,  or  perhaps  thought  of# 

I  (hall  not  at  all  wonder,  faith  Cratippus ,  either  at  vour 
Friends  amazement,  or  at  your  furprize,  if  your  further 
tryals  did  in  any  meafure  confirm  what  the  fuperfcial  change 
that  appeared  in  your  Metal  could  not  but  incline  you  to 
conjecture. 

You  will  beft  judge  of  that  (replies  Tyrophilus )  by  the 
account  I  was  going  to  give  you  of  what  we  did  with  our 
odd  Metal.  And  Firji ,  having  rubb’d  it  upon  a  good 
Touchftone,  whereon  we  had  likewife  rubb’d  a  piece  of 
Coynd  Silver  ,  and  a  piece  of  Coynd  Gold  ,  we  manifeftly 
found  that  the  mark  left  upon  the  Stone  by  our  Mafs  be¬ 
tween  the  marks  of  the  two  other  Metals,  was  notorioufly 
more  like  the  Touch  of  the  Silver  than  to  that  of  the  Gold. 
Next ,  having  knockt  our  little  lump  with  a  Hammer,  it 
was,  (according  to  my  prediction)  found  brittle,  and  flew 
into  feveral  pieces.  Thirdly ,  (which  is  more)  even  the  in- 
fides  of  thofe  pieces  Iqokt  of  a  bafe  dirty  colour,  like  that 
of  Brafs  or  worfe  ,  for  the  fragments  had  a  far  greater  re¬ 
ft  mol  a  nee  to  Bell-Metal ,  than  either  to  Gold  or  to  Silver. 
To  which  we  added  this  fourth ,  and  more  confiderable,  Ex- 
amen$that  having  carefully  weigh’d  out  one  dram  of  our  ftuff3 
(referving  the  reft  for  trials  to  he  fjggefted  by  fee  on  d  thoughts) 
and  put  it  upon  an  excellent  new  and  well-neal’d  Cupel, 
with  about  half  a  dozen  times  its  weight  of  Lead, we  found, 
fomewhat  to  our  wonder,  that  though  it  turn’d  very  well 
like  good  Gold,  yet  it  continued  in  the  fire  above  an  hour 
and  an  half,(which  was  twice  as  Jong  as  vve  expeCted)and  yet 

"  almoft 


almoft  to  the  very  kft  the  fumes  copioufiy  afcended,  which 
fufficiently  argu’d  the  operation  to  have  been  well  carried 
on  j  and  when  at  laft  it  was  quite  ended,  we  found  the 
Cupel  very  fmooth.  and  intire,  but  ting'd  with  a  fine  Pur- 
plifh  Red,  (which  did  fomewhat  furprize  us)  and  befides, 
the  refined Gold^  there  lay  upon  the  cavity  or  the  Cupel  tome 
dark-coloured  recrements,  which  we  concluded  to  have 
proceeded  from  the  deteriorated  Metal,  not  from  the  Lead. 
But  when  we  came  to  put  our  Gold  again  into  the  Balance, 
we  found  it  to  weigh  only  about  fifty  three  Crains ,  and 
confequently  to  have  loft  [even  -,  which  yet  we  found  to  be 
fully  made  up  by  that  little  quantity  of  recrements  that  I. 
have  lately  mention’d,  whofe  Weight  and  Fixity,  compared 
with  their  unpromifing  Colour,  did  not  a  little  puzzle  us, 
efpecially  becaufe  we  had  not  enough  either  of  Them,  or  of 
leifure  to  examine  their  nature.  To  all  which  circumftan- 
ces,  I  ’(hall  fubjoin  this,  that  to  prevent  any  fcruples  that 
might  arife  touching  the  Cold  we  imploy’d,  I  caufed  a  dram 
and  a  half  that  had  been  purpofely  referv’d  out  of  the  fame 
portion  with  that  that  had  been  debafed^I  caufed  this  (l  fay) 
to  be  in  my  Affiftants  prefence  melted  by  it  felf,  and  found 
it  (as  I  doubted  not  but  Ifhoulddo)  fine  and  well-coloured 


^°I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  curiofity,  faith  Arri ft  under  to 
the  Gentleman  that  fpokelaft,  ifl  ask  why  you  take  no  no¬ 
tice  of  the  effeft  of  Aquafortis  upon  your  imbafed  Metal? 
Your  Queftion,  replies  ryrofhilus,  I  confefs  to  be  very  rea- 
fonable,  and  I  am  fomewhat  troubled  that  I  can  anfwer  it 
but  by  telling  you  that  we  had  not  at  hand  any  Aqua  fortis 
we  durft  relie  on  5  which  yet  I  was  the  lefs  troubled  at,  be¬ 
caufe  heretofore  fome  tryals  purpofely  made  had  inform’d 
me,  that  in  fome  Metalline  Mixtures  the  Gold  if  it  were  much 
predominant  in  quantity, may  proteft  another  Metal^for  in- 
ii&nce  Silver')  from  being  difjolved  by  that  Alevjlruuni)  though 
aot  from  being  at  all  invaded  by  it.  There 
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There  yet  remain’d  3  faith  Heliodorus^  one  examen  more 
of  your  odd  Metal,  which  would  have  fatisfied  me,  at  leaft 
as  much  as  any  of  the  reft,  of  its  having  been  notably  in> 
bas’d  :  for  if  it  were  altered  in  its  fpecifick  gravity ,  that  qua¬ 
lity  I  have  always  obferv’d  (as  I  lately  perceiv’d  you  alfo 
have  done)  to  ftick  fo  clofe  to  Gold,  that  it  could  not  by 
an  additament  fo  inconfiderable  in  point  of  bulk,  be  confi- 
derably  altered  without  a  notable  and  almoft  Eflfential 
change  in  the  texture  of  the  Metal. 

To  this  pertinent  difcourfe,  Tyrophilus^  with  the  refpeft 
due  to  a  perfon  that  fo  worthily  fuftain’d  the  dignity  he  had 
of  prefidmg  in  that  choice  company,  made  this  return :  I  owe 
you,  Sir,  my  humble  thanks  for  calling  upon  me  to  give  you 
an  account  I  might  have  forgotten,  and  which  is  yet  of  fo 
important  a  thing,  that  none  of  the  other  Phenomena  of  our 
Experiment  feem’d  to  me  to  deferve  fo  much  notice.  Where¬ 
fore  I  (hall  now  inform  you,  that  having  provided  my  felf 
of  all  the  requifites  to  make  Hydroftatical  Tryals,(to  which 
perhaps  I  am  not  altogether  a  ftranger)  I  carefully  weighed 
in  water  the  ill-lookf  Mafs,  (before  it  was  divided  for  the 
coupellingof  the  above-mentioned  dram)  and  found, to  the 
great  confirmation  of  my  former  wonder  and  conjectures, 
that  in  (lead  of  weighing  about  nineteen  times  as  much  as 
a  bulk  of  water,  equal  to  it ,  its  proportion  to  that  liquor 
was  but  that  of  fifteen,  and  about  two  thirds  to  one  :  fo  that 
its  fpecifick  gravity  was  lefs  by  about  }  I  than  if  it  had 
been  pure  Gold  it  would  have  been. 

At  the  recital  of  this  notable  circumflance ,  fuperadded.to 
the  reft,  the  generality  of  the  Company,  and  the  Prefident 
too,  by  looking  and  fmiling  upon  one  another,  exprefs’d 
themfelves  to  be  as  well  delighted  as  furprizld  3  and  after  the 
murmuring  occafion’d  by  the  various  whifpers  that  pafs’d 
amongft  them,  was  a  little  over,  Heliodorus  addrefs’d  himfelf 
to  Pyrophilm ,  and  told  him,  I  need  not>  and  therefore  /hall 

C  2  not , 


C4J 

nav  for  ,0  exprefs  order  from  the  Company  to  give  you 

their  heartv  thanks :  for  as  the  Obliging  Stranger  did  very 
their  nearty  Prefent  of  his  Wonderful  Powder, 

t«,"  i ;  by  b  r>. 

ctdar'l  Narrative  of  .he  elfefls  of  it  y 

h-A  that  if  vou  have  not  yet  otherwife  difpos  d  of  that  part 

ofVou,  CM  that  you  die I  not  cupel,  you  will 

fometimeor  other  favour  us  with  a  fight  or  t  . 

Horn  in  this  requeft,  (aid  Crattippus,  as  foot,  as  he  per¬ 
ceived  the  Prefident  had  dofle  fpeaking,-  and  t^acihu.e 

the  grant  of  it,  I  (hall  not  fern  pie  to  td  l  W * 
be  confident  that  the  Degradation  of  his  Cold  will  i not  de 
oe  connaeui  *  -.c  ;t  be  allowable  for  Opinion 

predate  it  aroongu  Us  .  lmce  .r  n  u  ,  ,  rh  • 

to  (lamp  fuch  .  value  upon  OldCoyns  and 

the  Judgment  of  good  Annquariej,  *  fs 

“  av,taed  AaC„  -  big8  . 

Gold  - 1  fee  not  why  it  (hould  not  be  lawful  for  Philosophers 
fb  nrd  fuch  aTutnp  of  depraved  Gold  as  yours,  before  the 
fiJa  rnld  the  Chvmifts  or  Mintmafters  are  wont  to  afford 
$  $  A  j  fUnuffh  I  freely  grant  that  fotne  old  Copper  Medals 

t  •&? tSS 

BaltdtThougb  thef.  be  but  .Mugs  tbwalmoft  e«ry  c,y 
fome  where  or  other  done  yet  J  f  the 

Metal  U  Art  oeer 

memory,  but  being  a»J  fjfuch  oenerally  believ  d  in- 

fuperable  difficulties,  #  no  Story  that  1  know  o  g 

a°  A^flon  a  soever  Crattippus  had  made  a  pawfe,  Pyrophilus 
As  fooa  as  ever  er«r "tf  r_  ,  ,  io  few  words  tell 

to  prevent  comphmental  Uifco  .  ,  1  ^  of  a  Relator 

the  Prefident  1  at  ’s  ^  therefore  he  could  deferve  but 
of  matter  of  Fact,  and  ttiat  tneieiu 
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little  thanhj  and  no  praife  at  all  3  though  a  good  meafure  of* 
both  of  them  were  due  to  the  Obliging  Virtuofo  that  had  gi¬ 
ven  him  the  Powder  3  and  in  that,  the  opportunity  of  com¬ 
plying  with  his  duty*  and  his  inclination, to  ferve  that  learn¬ 
ed  Company. 

Thefe  Gentlemen  (  faith  Arriftander  )  are  not  pcrfons 
among  whom  modefty  is  either  retrained  from  expreffing 
it  felf,  or  confirmed  according  to  the  Letter  3  and  there¬ 
fore  whatever  you  have  been  pleas'd  to  fay,  the  Company 
cannot  but  think  its  felf  much  obliged  to  you  3  and  I  know 
the  obligation  would  he  much  increas'd,  if  you  would  favor 
us  with  your  refleftions  upon  the  extraordinary  Experiment 
you  have  been  pleafed  to  relate  to  us. 

If,  replies  Pyrophilus ,  l  had  had  wherewithal  to  repeat 
the  Experiment,  and  vary  it  according  to  the  hints  afforded 
me  b^  the  firft  tryal,  I  fhould  be  left  unfit  to  comply  with 
Arr  Jlanders  motion:  but  the  phenomena  are  too  new  and  too 
difficult  for  me  to  attempt  to  unriddle  them  by  the  help  of 
fo  flend^r  an  information  as  a  perfon  fo  little  fagacious  as  I 
could  get  by  a  jingle  tryal  3  and  though  l  will  not  deny  that 
I  have  had  feme  raving  thoughts  about  this  puzzling  fub- 
jech,  yet  l  hope  I  fhall  eafily  be  pardon'd,  if  I  decline  to  pre- 
fent  crude  and  immature  thoughts  to  a  Company  that  fo 
well  deferves  the  mod:  ripe  ones,  and  can  fo  skilfully  difeo* 
ver  thofe  that  are  not  fo. 

I  confefs,  faith  Hdiodorm ,  that  I  think  Pyrophilus's  wari* 
nefs  deferves  not  only  to  be  allow  d^but  imitated 3  and  there¬ 
fore  by  my  confent  the  furt  >er  dircourfe  of  fo  abftrufe  a 
fubjeCt,  (hall  be  deferr  d  till  we  fhall  have  had  time  to  con- 
fider  ferionfly  of  Phenomena  that  will  be  fare  to  imploy  our 
mod  fpeculative  thoughts,  and  I  fear  to  pofe  them  too  :  only 
we  muft  not  forget  that  Pyrophilvs  himfelf  ought  to  be  not 
barely  allow'd-  but  invited  to  draw  before  we  rile  ,  what 
Corrollaries  he  thinks  fit  to  propofe  from  what  he  hath  al¬ 
ready  delivered?  The 
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The  inference,  faith  Tyrofhilus ,  I  meant  to  make,  willtiot 
detain  you  long  3  having  for  the  main  been  already  in¬ 
timated  in  what  you  may  remember  I  told  you  I  defign’d  in 
the  mention  I  was  about  to  make  of  the  now-recited  Expe¬ 
riment.  For  without  launching  into  difficult  Speculations,  or 
making  ufe  of  difputable  Hypothecs,  it  feems  evident  enough 
from  the  matter  of  Faft  faithfully  laid  before  you,  that  an 
Operation  very  mar ,  if  not  altogether  as  ftrange  as  that 
which  is  call’d  Projection,  and  in  the  difficulteft  points  much 
of  the  fame  nature  with  it,  may  (afely  be  admitted.  For  our 
Experiment  plainly  (hews  that  Gold,  though  confeffedly  the 
molt  homogeneous,  and  the  leaft  mutable  of  Metals,  maybe 
in  a  very  (hort  time  (  perhaps  not  amounting  to  many  mi¬ 
nutes)  exceedingly  chatigd,  both  as  to  ntalieablenej%  colour , 
homogeniety ,  and  ( which  is  more)  Jpecifck^  gravity }  and 
all  this  by  fo  very  inconfiderable  a  proportion  of  mjefted 
Powder,  that  fince  the  Gold  that  was  wrought  on  weighed 
two  of  our  Englifh  drams,  and  confequently  an  hundred  and 
twenty  grains,  an  eafie  computation  will  afl'ure  us  that  the 
Medicine  did  thus  powerfully  aft,  according  to  my  eftimate, 
(which  was  the  modefteft)  upon  near  a  thoufand  times,  (for 
ft  was  above  nine  hundred  and  fifty  times)  its  weight  of  Gold, 
and  according  to  my  Affiftants  eftimate,  did  (as  they  (peak) 
go  on  upon  twelve  hundred  5  fo  that  if  it  were  fit  to  apply 
to  this  Anti-Elixir ,  (as  I  formerly  ventur’d  to  call  it)  what 
is  faid  of  the  true  Elixir  by  divers  of  the  Chymical  Philofb- 
phers,  who  will  have  the  virtue  of  their  Stone  increas’d  in 
fuch  a  proportion,  as  that  at  firft  ’twill  tranfmute  but  ten 
times  its  weight  5  after  the  next  rotation  an  hundred  times, 
and  after  the  next  to  that  a  thoufand  times ,  our  Powder  may 
in  their  language  be  ffcil’d  a  Medicine  of  the  third  order . 

The  Computation,  faith  Arrijlander ,  is  very  obvious,  but 
the  change  of  fo  great  a  proportion  of  Metal  is  fo  wonderful 
and  unexampled ,  that  I  hope  we  (hall  among  other  things 
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learn  from  it  this  leffon,  That  we  ought  not  to  be  fo  forward 
as  many  men  otherwife  of  great  parts  are  wont  to  be,  in  pre- 
fcribing  narrow  limits  to  the  power  ot  Nature  and  Art,  and 
in  condemning  and  deriding  all  thofe  that  pretend  to,  or 
believe  uncommon  things  in  Chymiftry ,  as  either  C  heats  or 
Credulous.  And  therefore  I  hope,  that  though  (at  leaft  in 
mv  opinion')  it  be  very  allowable  to  call  f  ables,  Fables,  and 
to  detea  and  expofe  the  Impoftures  or  Deceits  of  ignorant  or 
vain-glorious  Pretenders  to  Chymical  Myftenes,  yet  we  (hall 
not  by  too  hafty  and  general  cenfures  of  the  fober  and  dili¬ 
gent  Indigators  of  the  Arcana,  of  Chymiftry,  blemifh  (as  much 
as  in  us  lies)  that  excellent  Art  it  felf,  and  thereby  difoblige 
the  genuine  Sons  of  it,  and  divert  thofe  that  are  indeed  Pof- 
feffors  of  Noble  Secrets,  from  vouchfafing  to  gratihe  our  Cu- 
riofitv  as  we  fee  that  one  of  them  did  Pyrophtlus  s,  with  the 
fwht  at  leaft,  of  fome  of  their  highly  Inftruaive  Rarities. 

’  j  wholly  approve,  faith  Heliodorus  nfing  from  his  feat,  the 
difcreet  and  feafonable  motion  made  by  Arrifiander. 

And  I  prefume,  fubjoins  Pyrophilus ,  that  it  will  not  be  the 
lefs  lik’d,  if  I  add,  That  I  will  allow  the  Company  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  as  extraordinary,  as  I  perceive  moft  ofyou  thinK 
the  Phenomena,  of  the  lately  recited  Experiment ;  yet  I  have 
not  (becaufe  I  muft  not  do  it)  as  yet  acquainted  you  with 
the  Strangeft  effedt  of  our  Admirable  Powder. 
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